
 
 
 
Background 
Previous research has shown that children may have problems identifying crime perpetrators 
in lineups, and rejecting lineups when the police suspect is innocent.  As a result, legal 
professionals (such as police officers) may have concerns about whether children can be 
reliable witnesses when looking at lineups.  The current study asked children to view a ‘mock 
crime’ event, and approximately a week later, examined how accurate the children were at 
identifying the ‘mock’ perpetrators in lineups.   
 
What were the aims of the research? 

1) To see how well children performed on lineups where the ‘mock’ perpetrator was 
present in the lineup, and also on lineups where the ‘mock’ perpetrator was absent 
from the lineup. 

2) To see what we could do to support children during an identification lineup. 
 
What we did… 
The children in our research were 85 typically developing children (between the ages of 6 and 
11 years).   All of them watched two men give a short talk (lasting approximately three and a 
half minutes) about what school was like in Victorian times.  Towards the end of the talk, one 
of the men ‘stole’ something from the other.  One week later, a team of specially trained 
researchers showed the children two lineups, one for each of the perpetrators seen in the 
‘mock crime’.   Half of the children saw ‘best practice’ lineups administered in accordance 
with current police guidelines, and half of the children saw lineups with a ‘Registered 
Intermediary’ to assist their communication .  In addition, all children saw one perpetrator 
present lineup and one perpetrator absent lineup (where the perpetrator was replaced with a 
designated innocent suspect). 
 
Best Practice Lineup.  The lineups were produced by the UK’s Metropolitan Police Service and 
followed the guidelines that police currently use in England and Wales (PACE Code D) when 
showing lineups.  Each lineup had nine colour video images of head and shoulders, facing 
forwards and then turning to show the left and right side of the face. The children watched all 
nine images one at a time (sequentially) and they did this twice before they made any 
identification.  Children were also told before seeing the images that the perpetrator may or 
may not be present. 
 
Registered Intermediary (RI) lineup.  RIs are trained professionals whose role is to facilitate 
communication between vulnerable witnesses and members of the justice system (such as 
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police officers, solicitors/barristers and judges).  The role of the RI is wide ranging, but 
includes conducting an assessment of the witness prior to the interview/identification lineup 
and advising the lineup administrator how best to communicate with the witness.  For 
children who saw RI lineups, one of two trained, experienced RIs assessed the children and 
advised the lineup administrator before they conducted the lineup (the RI advice was in 
accordance with the best practice guidelines but with some amendments as advised by the 
RIs to simplify the process – see below for details).  The children seeing RI lineups viewed the 
same sets of lineup images as those viewing the best practice lineups.     
 
RI Rules  
 
1. First see the nine images, one at a time, once only   
 
2. Second, see the nine images simultaneously in a photo array            
 
3. Give the child different ways to respond: 

a. Spoken 
b. Written 
c. Visual aids 

4. Tell children it’s  to say ‘I can’t see the person’ or point to  X   
 
5. Check children’s understanding of their lineup decision verbally or pictorially:             

‘I think I am correct’   ‘I don’t know if I am correct’  ‘I think I may be wrong’   
 
 
What did we find? 
On the RI lineups, children made more correct identifications of the perpetrators compared 
to children viewing best practice lineups.  There was also some evidence that, compared with 
the best practice lineup, the RI lineup led to more correct rejections of perpetrator absent 
lineups, although this only happened for one of the two lineups.  
 
Why are these findings important? 
Registered Intermediaries have been used to support vulnerable witnesses in the criminal 
justice system in England and Wales for many years now.  This is the first experimental study 
to show that they are effective at improving the accuracy of children’s lineup decisions. 
 
 
Read the full paper in Applied Cognitive Psychology: 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/acp.3412 
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